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silver in such fabulous amounts that all the maritime
kingdoms facing the Atlantic went mad with the
same greed of possession. Holland, France, Britain
became equally involved and they fought one another
on the high seas in order to keep their booty. Ever
since the defeat of the Spanish Armada and the
gradual supremacy of the British ships on the high
seas, an instinct of adventure has made us eager to
plant the British flag in every habitable quarter of
the globe and thus forestall other nations. This has
been accompanied by a spread of commerce under
British protection. The Christian religion itself, at
times, has been made a subsidiary aid to such
expansion. Perhaps, in the long run, the greatest
evil that has followed (greater than slavery itself)
has been the race and colour prejudice which has
eaten like a deadly cancer into the character of the
Anglo-Saxon people.
Thus, both by its eagerness to occupy every
corner of the world, and also by its contempt for
other races, the national conscience of the British
has been deadened. The gross vulgarity of it all,
when realized, ought to be enough to shock any
gentle-minded man or woman: but the infection
seems to be able to secrete itself somewhere in our
very blood, like a bad taint, which comes out on the
surface in other climates more noticeably than in
our own. Underneath the race and colour prejudice,
which wounds so deeply, there is always an economic
injustice which hurts even more. For it saps the
very life-blood of these subject countries, and it is